
Colorado School Leaders Speak Out On Teacher Evaluation 

Preliminary results of a survey of Colorado school 

site administrators conducted by CASE in 

cooperation with researchers from the University of 

Colorado, Colorado Springs indicate that:   

 Over 90% of Colorado school administrators are 

confident in their ability to judge effective 

teaching;  

 An overwhelming majority (78%) says they have 

access to resources to help teachers improve their 

instruction;   

 Almost two-thirds indicate they do not think a 

standardized test is a good measure of teacher 

effectiveness, while almost an equal number say 

they have access to a “body of evidence” to 

make that judgment.    

 A large portion of this group (59%) says they are 

not satisfied with the amount of time they have 

available to complete teacher evaluations,  only 

37% think the teacher evaluation process their 

school district uses is a good tool for judging 

teacher effectiveness, while almost half (49%) 

indicate it is a poor tool for making dismissal 

decisions.  

 School leaders are split (37% no to 44% yes) on 

whether the teacher evaluation process they use 

is worth the time and effort required. 

The study suggests that while a minority of 

school districts seems poised to smoothly meet the 

demands of SB 191, much development work needs 

to be done across the state.  The survey was 

conducted in December and January 2010-11.  Over 

400 school leaders with responsibility for teacher 

evaluations completed the survey.  

Major themes derived from over 500 written 

comments revolve around: issues of sufficient time to 

evaluate and assist teachers in improving instruction; 

the need for clarity in the tools and processes used to 

judge effective teaching; the use of test scores and a 

body of evidence to help determine effective 

teaching; and, the need to differentiate among the 

many varied teaching assignments and career stages.  

The full study report will be available on the CASE 

Web site in the near future.  
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